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SIXTH GRADE ENTERING SEVENTH GRADE 
 
Forever, or a Long, Long Time by Caela Carter Flora and her brother, Julian, don’t believe they were 
born. They’ve lived in so many foster homes, they can’t remember where they came from. And even now 
that they’ve been adopted, Flora still struggles to believe in forever. ©2017 Grade Level 7-8 
 
Full Cicada Moon by Marilyn Hilton It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the 
moon. But for half-black, half-Japanese Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town is enough 
to make her feel alien. ©2015 Grade Level 5–8 
 
In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you 
wouldn’t guess it by his name: his father is part white and part Lakota, and his mother is Lakota. When he 
embarks on a journey with his grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, he learns more and more about his Lakota 
heritage—in particular, the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most important figures in Lakota and 
American history. ©2015 Grade Level 6–8 
 
The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz On a 
dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. 
Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a 
king, and save the land from a farting dragon. 2017 Newbery Honor Book ©2016 Grade Level 6-10 
 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt It only takes a few hours for Turner 
Buckminster to start hating Phippsburg, Maine. No one in town will let him forget that he's a minister's 
son, even if he doesn't act like one. But then he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a smart and sassy girl from a 
poor nearby island community founded by former slaves. 2014 Newbery Honor Book ©2013 Grade 
Level 6-9 
 
Race to the Bottom of the Sea by Lindsay Eagar Merrick the Monstrous, a pirate who kidnaps Fidelia 
for her marine knowhow, takes her on an adventure to find a treasure lost on the ocean floor. A scientist, 
an inventor, a huge shark, a librarian, and the Royal Navy are all part of a story that keeps readers 
wondering how they are all connected and why a dying pirate is so intent on finding his lost treasure. 
©2017 Grade Level 6–8 
 
The Red Bandanna by Tom Rinaldi Welles Crowther always kept a red bandanna with him, a gift from 
his father. Little did he know how that bandanna would help him in a time of crisis, during the fall of the 
South Tower of the World Trade Center. Readers will be fascinated by the story of an ordinary man who 
did extraordinary work to save lives of others while sacrificing his own. Winner of the Christopher 
Award, Notable Social Studies Book ©2017 Grade Level 6–8 
 
Riding Chance by Christine Kendall Troy is a kid with a passion. And dreams. And wanting to do the 
right thing. But after taking a wrong turn, he's forced to endure something that's worse than any juvenile 
detention he can imagine-he's "sentenced" to the local city stables where he's made to take care of 
horses. ©2016 Grade Level 6–8 
 
Strongheart Wonder Dog of the Silvre Screen by Candace Fleming Based on a true story, this 
absorbing novel from the duo behind Giant Squid and other books introduces Strongheart, a German 
shepherd that worked as a police dog in Germany until his discovery by Hollywood director Larry Trimble 
in the early 1920s. ©2018 Grade Level 7 
 
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a 
mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks 
into her class. 2017 Newbery Honor Book ©2016 Grade Level 6-8 
 
 
 


